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Commissioner, audience have

differing views on wolves
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A group of Estes Park
residents and others chgl-
lenged Larimer County
Commissioner Bender's
aggerlions about wolves at
2 eommunily maeeting
Tuesday night at the
Senior Center.

Commisgioner Bender,
member of the Wolf Map.
agement Planning Group,
said he has been holding
meetings throughout the
county to get information
from his constituents
about how they fee] about
having wolves in the state,

“Everybody” in Larimer
County he has spoken with
is against, wolves, he gaid
at the meeting.

“Most of the people [
know are in favor of hav-
ing them back in the
atate,” Sarah Bubbitt,
resident of Fort. Colling
who attended the meeting,
said, “I'm concerned Com-
missioner Bender ig dis-
torting the facts and not
representing his con-
stituents,”

Commissioner Bender
provoked arguments and
antagonism from some of
the nine people who
attended the meeling
when he appeared 1o favor
the livestock industry over
other interests, such qg
tourism, that might bonefit
from the return of wolves
ta the state,

Commissionor Bender is
a member of the Colorado
Farm Bureau, according to
its executive vice-presi-
dent, Ray Christengen,
The Farm Bureau ig
adamantly oppoged to the
return of wolves because of
the potential for predation
on livestock.,

But Commiggioner Ben-
der has not disclosed hig
affiliation to the Wolf Man-
agement Planning Group,
according to Rob Edward,
a wolf advocate and Sina.
pu’s director of carnivore .

member of the group. Nor. -
did he mention it during
the meeting, although he
said he was a tree farmer,
Members of the Wolf
Management, Planning
Group were appointed by
the Colorado Division of
Wildlife to draft recom-
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mendations to the Wildlife
Commission for the man-
agement of wolvog that
migrate into the atgte. The
members of the group
include biologists, ouift-
ters, sportsmen, wolf advo-
cates and two county
commigsioners. They are
working with mediatars to
draft a plan they can all
agree on —a daunting task
indeed. ‘

Commigsioner Bandep
told the people at the
Ineeting walves have diffi
culty living at high alti-
tudes capecially in the
winter because of the cold,
and thus would follow deer
and elit into town during
the winter and tause prob-
lema, such as traumatizing
people by killing and eat-
ing elk in their back yards.

But his assertion is not
entirely scientifieally acey-
rate. “Wolves are pretty
well adapted to high arctic
conditions,” Dave Arm-
strong, professor of ecology
and evolutionary biology at
the University of Colorado-
Boulder, said. “So obvipus.
ly high elevation would not
be a problom.”

Commissioner Bender
askod people how they
would feel if they had to
withess a wolf-kill, but no
one flinched.

Similar problema exist
with mountain liong in the
Fort Colling area, Babbhitt
said,

“People kill animals for
food too, bul it's hidden in
slaughterhouses,” Edward
added.

“Humans have to gee
what is real with nature
and within themselves »
Mike Wagner, geography
major al the University of
Colorado in Boulder told
Commissioner Bender,
“Nature is a balance
between drder and chaps;
It's ulwiiys been that way.”

Wolves chaging elk
around might be beteficial
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shoot them, Commissioner
Bender said. Another plan
is to use helicopters and
dogs to chase elk off pri- -

vate lands. The outfitters

and sportstmen members of
the Wolf Management
FPlanning Group don't want

wolves to reduce the num-
ber of elk and deer for
hunters, he added.

“The local people enjoy
the wildlife,” Madeline
Framson firmly told him.
“It's an usset to our
tourism here. Over time
people Iearn to live with
wildlife.” Framson is g
member of the Shining
Mountaing Group, the
local chapter of (he Col-
erade Mountain Club, She
challenged Commissioner
Bender to talk to the
tourism industry about the
value of wolves for Col-
orado,

“We got over three mil:
lion visitors, A high priori-
Ly is to see the wildlife
Realtors also uge the pres-
ence of wildlife in their ads
Lo altract potential buyers,
she pointed qut.

When Commissigner
Bender didn't pursue the
issue of the impact of
wolves on tourism, Fram-
Bon protested. “Tourism is
the largest indusiry in the
statel”

“Nu, agriculture is the
largest industry in the
state,” Commissioner Ben-
der gaid. “If you start dri-
ving out agriculture, it's
E0ing to be replaced with
houses.”

“Is that happening in
Wyoming?” Framson
asked. '

“No, but that’s hecause
it's s0 sparsely populated,”
he answored,

“Is Wyoming or Idaho so
different from Colorade?”
Edward said.

Some people in the
EToup expressed concerns
that livestock producers
were being given too much
consideration when it
came to the subject of
wolves returning to Col-
orado, ‘ '

“We need to listen to
other people besides them
when we decide these
issues,” Babbitt said.

An argument broke out

tcers
for losses due to wolf pre-
dation. Compensation
funds are Potentially avajl-
able through the Colorado
Dhvision of Wildlife and
Defenders of Wildlife, a

‘national organization. But
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requirements for proof
"that a welf killed the
rancher’s animal has made
the Defenders of Wildlife's
compensation program
controversial in the Yel-
lowstone area.

Wolves eat the entire
animal, Commissioner
Bender said. Sometimes
there is no evidence of the

kill at all, let alone enough
" evidence to prove a wolf
did it.

“Izn't that wonderful?”
Framson said. “They don’t
waste.”

Babbitt objected to sub-
sidizing ranching by com-
pensating ranchers for
wolf predation. “The live-
stock industry is already
getting help in a variety of
ways,” she zaid. For exam-
ple, ranchers are allowed
to graze cattle on public
lands.

“They don't consider
renting public lands a sub-
gidy,” Commissioner Ben-
der gaid, as ranchers are
required to flx damaged
fences and otherwise,

maintain the public lands
they use.
As another argument,

started, Edward raised his .

hand. “This is not what we

“should be debating,” he

aaid. He began to discues
the opportunities to rein-
troduce wolves into Col-
orado. It is unlikely
anymore than a handful of
wolves would be able to -
makae it into Colorado on
their own, according to gci-
entific atudies, he said.
They would have to come
through open areas of
Wyeming and would be
gubject to being shot by
ranchers in order to get
here.

But reintroduction is
not what the Wolf Manage-
ment Planning Group was
set up to do.

Reintroduction involves
capturing wolves, bringing
them into the state and
releasing thom. Migrating
waolves are wandering inte
Colorado on their own
looking for territory or
mates, When the wolves

are no longer under faderal
protection, individual
states will need plans to
guide management deci-
slons.

Rocky Mountain Nation-
al Park is considering the
possibility of reintroducing
14 to 20 wolves as part of
their Elk and Vegetation
Management Plan,
Therese Johnson, Park
biologist, said. Although
the Park has the authority
to act independently of the
Division of Wildlife, it is
unlikely they will do so.

“We're not bound by
state management deci~
sions, but we would like to
be in synch with the state,”
Vaughn Baker, Rocky
Mountain National Park
superintendent, said.

Many of the people
attending the meeting
seemed disappointed and
surprised to dizcover the
issues they were dizputing
were not related to a
potential reintroduction
plan.





