FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Nov. 29, 2004

CONTACT: Karen Deatherage (907) 276-9453

                   Deborah Bagocius (202) 772-0239

Four Wolves Dead: Alaska Fish and Game Issues Aerial Wolf Gunning 

Permits

2005 Aerial Gunning Program is Largest to Date; Hundreds of Wolves at 

Risk in 60,000 Square Miles of Alaska

ANCHORAGE, AK - Four wolves were killed over the Thanksgiving holiday 

weekend as the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) issued new 

permits allowing the killing of wolves from airplanes in Alaska's 

interior. The new permits were the first issued this season. One hundred 

forty-seven wolves were killed last year as the Alaska Board of Game resumed 

the practice of aerial killing, despite the fact Alaskans have twice 

voted to ban the practice (1996 and 2000) in statewide referenda. 

"Alaska's aerial assault program violates any notion of sensible 

wildlife management techniques, which is what we believe violates the Federal 

Airborne Hunting Act," stated Karen Deatherage, Alaska Program 

Associate for Defenders of Wildlife. "Hundreds of wolves will be decimated, 

leaving only scant representation of the species in areas that could and 

should support much more."

ADF&G wants nearly 600 wolves killed this winter, while the Board of 

Game has targeted nearly 900 wolves through seven approved aerial killing 

programs. Coupled with legal hunting and trapping, almost one-third of 

Alaska's wolf population could be slaughtered this winter. More than 80 

sport hunters have applied for aerial gunning permits and nearly 30 

have been issued.

The state is killing wolves and bears in order to artificially increase 

moose and caribou populations. "These hunter subsidy programs are 

clearly for the benefit of rich sportsmen," stated Deatherage. "More than 80 

percent of the moose killed in some areas is done by non-resident and 

non-rural trophy hunters."

Alaska is home to the largest remaining population of gray wolves in 

the United States. State biologists estimate 7,000 to 9,000 wolves roam 

the state. But unlike wolves in the lower-48 states, wolves in Alaska 

are not afforded protection under the Endangered Species Act, and wolf 

hunting is allowed in ninety-five percent of Alaska. In the past six 

years, more than 9,000 wolves were killed through hunting and trapping.

For more information about Alaska's aerial wolf killing program, visit 

http://www.defenders.org/wildlife/wolf/alaska.html.

-------------------------------------------------------

Trouble in Paradise: Help Wolves and Local Ranchers Co-exist

Wolves dispersing north of Yellowstone National Park into the Paradise 

Valley need your help today. During this past year, the Lone Bear wolf 

pack has killed 38 domestic sheep on private property near Livingston, 

Montana. With support provided by The Bailey Wildlife Foundation Wolf 

Compensation Trust, the ranchers have received reimbursement for these 

sheep. We have also worked with the Turner Endangered Species Fund and 

local wildlife agencies to implement several nonlethal measures that 

have reduced the depredations. Yet, more permanent solutions need to be 

implemented because the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has chosen to 

proceed with lethal control to resolve these conflicts, ordering for the 

pack to be killed. Even if this pack is destroyed, more wolves will move 

into the valley (a rich haven for wildlife). The cycle of killing will 

repeat itself unless future nonlethal alternatives are successful.

During the course of these conflicts, Defenders' staff has built a 

relationship with the ranchers, working with them to identify other ways to 

stop the depredations. It has not been easy since animosity towards 

wolves runs very deep within this community, and it is often expressed 

towards anyone working to resolve the conflicts. Despite these challenges, 

we have not given up and the sheep owners have agreed to try 

predator-deterrent night pens with reinforced fencing.  

The projects on the two farms will cost approximately $12,500. We are 

asking for your help to move forward with these efforts by making a 

donation today. Your support for these projects demonstrates that wolf 

advocates do care about the people in these communities and are willing to 

provide the nonlethal assistance to resolve problems. Every donation, 

large or small, is another step toward building co- existence.

If you can help by making a donation, please call (202) 772-3200 or 

send your contributions to: 

The Paradise Valley Wolf Project 

c/o Corrine Salin

Field Conservation Program Coordinator

Defenders of Wildlife

1130 Seventeenth Street NW

Washington, DC 20036-4604

Checks should be addressed to Defenders of Wildlife. Please make a note 

that the donation is for the Paradise Valley Wolf Project. All 

donations are tax-deductible. 

With deep gratitude for your help,

Suzanne Asha Stone

Rocky Mountain Field Representative

P.O. Box 773

Boise, Idaho 83701

(208) 424-9385

Sstone@defenders.org
For more information about The Bailey Wildlife Foundation Proactive 

Carnivore Conservation Fund, please visit 

http://www.defenders.org/wildlife/new/facts/pro.html.

Read more about Defenders' Wolf Guardian Yellowstone program at 

http://www.defenders.org/wildlife/wolf/idaho/fieldreports/04.html.

SPEAK UP FOR OREGON WOLVES!

Tell the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to Approve the 

OREGON WOLF CONSERVATION PLAN

The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission is now considering a Wolf 

Conservation and Management Plan developed by a fourteen-member 

citizen's Wolf Advisory Committee.  Defenders of Wildlife's

Amaroq Weiss served on this Committee along with hunters, ranchers, 

biologists, an economist, trapper, and others.  The diverse group of 

citizens reached remarkable agreement that provides long-term 

security for the wolf in Oregon while also addressing the concerns of 

ranchers and hunters.  (Read the Wolf Plan at 

http://www.dfw.state.or.us/wolves/main/ZZZhtml)

The Plan wouldÂ…

Â•      Guarantee protection to wolves that naturally migrate to

        Oregon.

Â•      Ensure wolf populations eventually exist on both the State's

        east and west sides.  

Â•      Provide management tools to address conflicts with livestock

        and elk / deer populations instead of arbitrarily capping the

        total number of wolves allowed in Oregon.  

Â•      Look to non-lethal control methods as the first response to

        conflict, while allowing wolves to be killed if caught in the

        act of killing livestock.  

Â•      Prohibit open or general season wolf hunts and instead, once

        populations have stabilized, use highly restricted hunting

        and trapping as a limited management tool in response to

        specific instances of conflict with livestock or elk / deer

        populations.

Â•      Allow for translocation of wolves within the state to assure

        conservation goals are met on the east and west side, a tool

        already used by the agency for other wildlife species.

Â•      Create a joint compensation / proactive fund to pay for wolf-

        caused livestock losses and assist producers with proactive

        nonlethal methods of preventing conflicts.  

Nobody got everything they wanted in this Plan, but it represents a 

hard-won, balanced compromise that will responsibly ensure wolf 

recovery in Oregon.  Unfortunately, some extreme livestock and 

hunting interests are now attempting an end-run around the citizen 

Committee planning process in order to over-turn the balanced 

agreement and weaken wolf protections. 

Please: Write the Oregon Fish & Wildlife Commission Immediately 

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Information and Education Division       

3406 Cherry Ave. NE

Salem, OR 97303                         

Or Email: ODFW.Comments@state.or.us (write "wolf comments" in heading)

OR Fax: (503) 947-6009

Tell the Commission to approve the Oregon Wolf Conservation and 

Management Plan AS IS.  Let the Commission know wolves belong in 

Oregon and the draft Plan is a positive and balanced step towards 

responsible management.  Remind them that the citizen Committee went 

far enough in addressing livestock and hunting concerns.  If 

anything, the Commission should strengthen the Plan's protections

for wolves:

*      Don't upset the delicate balance struck by the diverse

        citizen-planning effort.  

*      Prior to using the Plan's compensation and lethal control

        provisions, livestock operators should first demonstrate

        responsible livestock management practices to prevent wolf-

        livestock conflict.

*      Ensure the number of breeding pairs stays at 4 or higher

        prior to delisting.  Concerned wolf biologists advising the

        Committee say this is a bare minimum.

*      If you own livestock or if you hunt, please mention this in

        your letter.

Please:  Attend the Commission hearings on December 10, 2004 and 

January 6, 2005 

The Oregon Fish & Wildlife Commission will hold two hearings at which 

public testimony regarding the Plan will be taken.  Anti-wolf groups 

and individuals always appear in great numbers at government wolf 

hearings Â– we must match or exceed their showing to let the 

Commission know we, too, have a stake in wolf conservation and 

management.  Come to the hearing prepared to give a 3-minute 

statement, in your own words, using the points listed above as 

guidance.  Let the Commission know that you support this balanced 

Plan AS IS and, if anything, you want wolf protections to be 

strengthened.

Dates: December 10, 2004 and January 6, 2004

Location: Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife Commission Hearing Room

   3406 Cherry Avenue NE

   Salem, OR  97303

Times: 8 a.m. Â– 5 p.m. 

(Visit http://www.dfw.state.or.us/Comm/meetings/htm for standard 

hearing procedures)

A Rare Second Chance

Oregon now has a rare second chance to demonstrate that co-existence 

rather than extinction can define our relationship with wolves.  

Here's what Oregon newspapers are saying about Oregon's

citizen-based proposal for wolves:

THE OREGONIAN: "The Fish and Wildlife Commission should thank the

14 people [on the Committee] who crafted the Oregon proposal and then 

unanimously adopt their plan . . . ."

THE EUGENE REGISTER GUARD: "A visionary but practical strategy

that would make Oregon the first western state to independently 

embrace the return of gray wolves . . . ."

THE BEND BULLETIN: "State wildlife officials should embrace it

and the Legislature should give it the backing it needs to

succeed."

BACKGROUND:

Defenders of Wildlife and 11 other stakeholders on the Wolf Advisory 

Committee fully support the draft plan as it currently reads.  The 

advisory committee consists of representatives from very diverse 

interests, so the draft plan reflects a carefully crafted document 

intended to balance the conservation needs of wolves and the need to 

resolve or prevent conflicts.  Changes the Commission may decide to 

make based on public comments could either weaken or strengthen the 

plan.  If changes weaken the plan, we could decide to withdraw our 

support.  Thus, one clear message we want the Commission to hear is 

that the conservation components of the Plan must not be weakened.

For more information, please visit 

http://www.defenders.org/wildlife/wolf/oregon/plan.html

Or contact Amaroq Weiss, Western Director of Species Conservation for 

Defenders of Wildlife at (541) 772-9653 or aweiss@defenders.org
